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There have been, and are, many system of representing Chinese symbols by Roman letter. This
is called "romanization" and while one or other of the system is used by every foreigners
conversant with Chinese and by Chinese taught in mission school, the Board of Education has not
yet introduced any system of phonetic spelling into Chinese Government schools........ (Darroch
1916:2)

Sir Thomas Wade's system is that need by the Consular and Customs services in China. It
represent northern Mandarin sounds with such fidelity that those accustomed to use it find
perfectly satisfactory. Wade's system was prepared for the use of the English student, already
familiar with the phonetic values of the letters used, who woud, presamably, have a Chinese
teacher at his elbow to aid in the elucidation3® of any difficulty that might arise.

The second, called "The Standard Romanized System" was prepared by a committee of the
(missionary) Education Association of China. Its aim is to teach Chinese illiterates to read their
own language in Roman letters instead of in the cumbrous native character. It has been found to
be so successful that a bright scholar will master the system and read any book printed in
Romanized Chinese after a month's study.(Darroch 1916:3)
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Naturally, there are many dialects spoken in different parts of the country and yet there is
undeniably a Chinese language current throughout the whole of China. This is usually called the
Mandarin or official language and in the spoken language -with local variations- of the greatmass
of the Chinese People. Of course 400,000,000 Chinese probably 350,000,000 speak mandarin; the
remaining 50,000,000 speak more than 20 different dialects all having a more or less distant
resemblance in the official language. (Darroch 1912:1)
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